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LISFINNY CASTLE. 



The castle of Lisfirmy is situated on the side of a gen- 
tic declivity, rising from the margin of the river Bride, 
which here enters the boundary of the county of Water- 
ford, a little to the west of the town of Tallow. It is sup- 
posed to have been originally erected by the earl of 
Desmond, who had several castles in the same county. 
It is at present pretty perfect, and does not appear to 
have undergone any material change for the last fifty 
years. The surrounding scenery has of late been much 
improved by Captain E. Croker, whose good taste and 
judgment has discerned the necessity of planting, the 
luxuriance of which will in a few years not only very 
mush relieve the cold appearance of the back ground, but 
will also prevent the eye from being pained by resting on 
some tasteless buildings in the immediate vicinity of the 
ruin. 

The castle is a strong square tower, eighty-four feet in 
height, and was originally divided into three compart- 
ments, one arched floor of which at present only remains 
perfect. A rugged winding stair-case still occupies one 
angle of the building, and is sufficiently perfect to admit 
of ascending to the top. A square aperture is also formed 
in the east side, and is diminished one-third of its width 
at every floor with which it communicates ; this is known 
ai the murdering hole, but is nothing more than a con- 
ducting passage, intended for the discharge of dirt or other 
nuisance in case of being besieged. Looking back some 
ten or twenty years, the writer can well remember when 
the old building afforded a source of amusement and 
pleasure to many a thoughtless urchin from the neigh- 
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bouring town, some of whom might be seen, heedless of 
danger, climbing the interior of the nigged walls, deter- 
mined at any hazard to gain the upper or green-room — 
while others, still more enterprising, would surmount the 
summit, and stand on their heads on the Tailor's Bench, 
a name given to a transverse flag which crowns the ut- 
most height of one angle of the building, and from which 
may be seen a very varied and extensive tract of country 
— a continued glen, which for upwards of twenty miles is 
watered by the delightful river Bride, which passes ra- 
pidly at the foot of the castle, and immediately becomes 
navigable, but whose ever varying course only admits of 
being seen in the distance like so many silvery lakes, 
and is bounded on either side by neat, and in many in- 
stances elegant villas and well-cultivated hills. Imme- 
diately in front of the castle is the town of Tallow, which 
of late years has rather an improving appearance. 

£. H. 



CURE FOR THE AGUE. 

The following is said to be an infallible remedy for the 
ague : 

Let the party affected procure a sound onion. On the 
approach of the fit, cut the onion in two equal parts, ap- 
ply one to each wrist, with a bandage tolerably tight, to 
remain on during the paroxysm ; it i3 then to be removed. 

In no instance, during a period of thirty vears. have I 
known a return of the complaint. G.J. 
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